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by its terms, if France went to war with Germany, Russia
would be bound to fight on the side of Germany against
the country with whom she had been allied for fifteen
years. ' These details,' said Lamsdorff very lucidly, ' no
doubt escaped His Majesty in the flood of the Emperor
William's eloquence,' and without a struggle or a sigh
the Treaty of Bjorko passed away.

But the Emperor could not believe that anything which
he and the Tsar had signed had no inherent validity and
was not binding on their nations. He still clung to the
1 Continental Combine ' for the encirclement of England
as a project already realised, and a month after it was no
more he wrote to the Tsar to tell him how it flourished.
Indeed it had grown, for he now knew that America
was joining it, and flanked by America it would effectively
prevent the world becoming John Bull's private property,
and no longer by his endless lies could he * set the rest of
the civilized nations by each others' ears (sic) for his own
personal benefit.' . . . He followed this up by a tele-
gram. France, he discovered, had behaved abominably
to Russia in the Japanese war: therefore c the obligations
of Russia towards France can only go as far as France
merits them through her behaviour.1 But eventually
she would come in with Germany and Russia. Besides
(as a clinching argument) * We joined hands,' he passion-
ately wrote, * and signed before God who heard our vows.
I therefore think that our treaty can well come into exist-
ence. What is signed is signed. God is our testator.' l

But unfortunately the French and Russian and German
Governments had to be testators as well as God, before
the treaty was worth more than the paper it was written
on. The disappointment was bitter indeed when at

1  Witty-Nicky Letters, pp. 211, 212, 216, 217.